
Environmental and Social 
Responsibility Leadership 
Through Interior Design
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CA Ventures is committed to 
building, furnishing, and supplying 
our properties in ways that support 
the health of people and the planet
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Over an average building’s lifespan, the carbon footprint of 
its interiors will equal if not exceed the building envelope.
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On average, students spend 90% of their time indoors

CA Prop 65 and leading building standards have heightened focus on  selecting 
furnishings and finishes free of chemicals of concern to ensure healthy interiors. 
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Environmental and social responsibility matters to 
CA-Ventures’ market

 82% of students over age 18 say a company’s 
environmental reputation impacts their 
purchasing decisions (Eco Pulse 2018).

 According to a 2019 Princeton Review survey of 
nearly 12,000 college applicants, approximately 
64 percent consider a school’s environmental 
commitment when deciding where to attend.

 76% of students rank a college “Much More 
Appealing” because of DEI initiatives
(https://www.artsci.com/studentpoll-volume-14-
issue-2) 
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CA Ventures’ Design Leadership Vision: 

CA Ventures attracts and retains residents by providing high quality, healthy, and 
aesthetically pleasing interiors.  

The sustainability and design teams seek to lead the industry by committing to:

Design for Climate, Health and Equity
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Approach

Step 1: Measure the 
environmental and social 
impact of our existing 
design

Step 2: Choose vendors 
whose products and 
operating practices support 
our commitment

Step 3: Set goals and track 
performance for every project: 
carbon reduction, waste reduction, 
healthy materials, DEI

 CA-Ventures has chosen to partner with MindClick, a globally recognized leader of data and analytics 
solutions for environmentally and socially responsible interior design. 

 Using impact ratings covering hundreds of manufacturers and their products, MindClick provides decision 
tools, analysis and guidance to empower design choices and support commitment to the health of people 
and the planet. 

 With the guidance of MindClick, CA-Ventures is adopting a 3-step process to make environmental and 
social responsibility a standard practice:
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CASE STUDY

Uncommon Dinkytown
was chosen as the pilot 
project to conduct CA 
Venture’s first ever 
analysis of a property’s 
interior design impact 
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CA-Ventures sent the 
design specification to 

MindClick

Products purchased for Uncommon Dinkytown were matched to those 
rated in MSAP (MindClick Sustainability Assessment Program)

Using MindClick’s assessment, CA Ventures applied 
for points in the Materials section of GRESB 

(Global Real Estate Sustainability Benchmark)

MindClick completed a benchmark assessment for 
Uncommon Dinkytown

MindClick scored the 
Uncommon Dinkytown design
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MindClick’s product ratings were factored into the 
assessment of the Uncommon Dinkytown
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Uncommon 
Dinkytown earned 
an Achiever score 
based on the 
average ratings of 
the products used 
in the design
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Products chosen for 
Uncommon Dinkytown
performed highest for:

 Supporting healthier 
interiors

 Use of recycled materials

 Contribution to reduced 
carbon emissions
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Products chosen for 
Uncommon Dinkytown
performed very well in:

 Reducing operational 
energy and waste

 Contributing to improved 
indoor air quality and/or 
reduced toxins
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In 2021, based on the Uncommon Dinkytown pilot program conducted with MindClick, 
CA Ventures received a score of 5/6 in the Materials section vs 0/6 in 2020.
• Scoring higher than 60% of peer companies rated by GRESB 

• Contributing to an overall GRESB score increase of 150% vs 2020.

CA Ventures is now moving to Step 2 of their program
• Request all vendors obtain ratings through MSAP (MindClick Sustainability Assessment Program) 

• Use Design for Health by MindClick, the Digital Studio for Healthy Materials to access MSAP rated 
products and choose products in support of environmental and social responsibility leadership in 
every property.

Scored higher than 
60% of peers

Outcome
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CONTACT

Christian Mirabelle
SVP ESG Strategies & Solutions
MindClick
cmirabella@mindclick.com
202-361-3553

mailto:cmirabella@mindclick.com
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